
retreat fund appeal

Dear Friend of St. Lawrence, Fall 2020

We are extremely grateful that in the heart of the University of Minnesota there is a vibrant Catholic 
community. College life has changed in 2020 but the mission of sharing the abundant love of Christ as a 
university Catholic parish remains unchanged. A strong Catholic presence is crucial at a public university 
where students are challenged with daily decisions that a�ect the rest of their lives. We are blessed that St. 
Lawrence gives young adults the opportunity to experience a deeper conversion to the Lord and His Church. 
A National Study on Catholic Campus Ministry found that 81% of students active in campus ministry remain 
lifelong Catholics. 

During this time of uncertainty and confusion, the ministry may look di�erent with social distancing, face 
masks and limits on gatherings, but God’s work remains the same. Daily Mass, Confession, Adoration, 
retreats, Bible studies, spiritual direction and service opportunities continue. In addition, the ministry is using 
this extraordinary time as an opportunity to creatively expand its reach to students. We believe that 
community is not only possible in a pandemic—it is essential. Christ, our source of hope, is stronger than   
any pandemic.

Last year, 135 students had a profound encounter with Christ at the Fall Retreat. It costs $16,000 annually to 
conduct the retreat, yet fees are kept at $65 per student to encourage participation. As this is written, a 
COVID-safe October retreat is planned. Contributions are vital to our work. Please join us and support the 
Retreat Fund, so that we can continue to impact lives. For more information about making a gi�, please 
contact Kathy Jo Peterson in Development at 612.261.2811 or kpeterson@umncatholic.org.

In Gratitude for Your Gi�,

Michael and Kim Redington Chuck and Jeanine Daugherty
Parents to Austin 2021 Parents to Carly 2020

      With your �nancial support, students receive the opportunity to say yes to God! 

Your contribution is an investment in the future of the Church. 

Together We Renew the Church 



God’s work at the University
is needed now more than ever. 

God watches over this 
beautiful, welcoming 
parish for University 
students and is very 
pleased! Keep up the 
good (and God) work! 

- Roger (supporter)

As friends invited me 

to Newman events, I 

felt an ongoing tug in 

my heart. I began 

going to adoration, 

joined RCIA and then 

became Catholic. 

- Emma (student)

It melted our hearts    

to hear our son share 

that he went to Mass 

his �rst week back on 

campus.

- Lisa and Brent
(parents)

I have been transformed 

by the help of this 

faith-�lled community, 

made possible by 

generous supporters. 

- Carly (graduate)

Retreats were a highlight 
for our son. As he 
embraced the faith, his 
joy was evident even 
during stressful 
academic semesters.  

- Peter and Kristi
(parents)

My life is radically 
di�erent with much 
more joy. I pray daily 
and strive to share my 
faith. 

- Alex (student)


